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The studio was formed by four employees of Empire Interactive and is based in St Albans,
Hertfordshire, U.K. What makes Bungie Studios unique is they are all in their 20s and 30s. They
have worked at a variety of studios over the years. The studio started out as a part of Empire
Interactive, a game company that created U.S. Gold, a licensed game based on the Home Alone
franchise. U.S. Gold was designed to help Sega widen the audience for its Sonic the Hedgehog
franchise. In an effort to compete with other game studios, Empire Interactive built the next year’s
Mortal Kombat and Quest for Glory. In their first three years, the company introduced three very
successful games: Half-Life, Doom and Quake. The games were well received, and Empire
Interactive was almost profitable. In 1997, however, Empire Interactive released two ill-fated games,
Interstate '76 and I Accentuate the Positive. Both games failed commercially. In 1998, Empire
Interactive closed its doors and Left 4 Dead took over the recently created studio. The studio’s first
project, Blood, was a solid product that helped a struggling competitor, THQ, return to profitability.
Unfortunately, Left 4 Dead didn’t meet sales expectations. THQ fired the studio's executive producer
and Left 4 Dead 2 was pushed back to the following year. In the meantime, Left 4 Dead also failed to
meet sales expectations. In 2000, THQ formed a smaller, more focused studio that would work on
Left 4 Dead. The result, surprisingly, was a success. By 2001, Left 4 Dead had reached cult status
and THQ was able to do a series of acquisitions and begin developing future titles for the game.
2004 saw the release of Team Fortress 2, the game that proved to the general public that Valve and
the Half-Life universe are an acceptable commercial investment. The game was also a commercial
success. By 2005, Half-Life 2 had shipped more than six million copies. In February 2005, Valve
purchased the company from THQ, and with Valve now having its own developer house and an
existing portfolio of games, the Halo franchise was once again its major franchise. In 2013, the
studio released Halo: Combat Evolved Anniversary, which received good reviews. It was followed in
2014 with Halo 4, which received critical acclaim and commercial success. In November 2014,
Bungie staff announced they were leaving the studio
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