
 

Cherish Model 11
Lisa Franko, a CHERISH pilot grant recipient, received a grant from the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) to establish the HOPE Center at UPenn, which will be a collaborative center for research on the experiences and health of homeless youth. CHERISH pilot grant and HOPE Center recipient Alexander E. Carroll has developed a research project entitled, “Sexual Experiences of Homeless Youth” and received a career development award from

the NIMH to explore variations in the experiences of homeless youth and their caretakers with respect to sexual health and psychological well-being. A third member of the group, Laurence Heffron, has developed a research project entitled, “Valuing the Experiential Lives of Homeless Youth”. CHERISH pilot grant and CHERISH Leadership Core recipient, Matthew Zerr, received an award from the NIMH to establish the Tampa Youth Substance Use
Study, which will collect data on substance use and related problems in youth. Matthew is also developing a research project, “Characteristics of the Youth Substance Use Treatment System”, which addresses the need for data on the characteristics of youth substance use treatment providers and staff, the youth service system, and youth and family services. The public transport bus was not running on August 30, because it was the nation-wide

public holiday. Because Cherish had not taken her plane ticket home to Toronto and Canada, I arranged for her to stay in Port of Spain. I made a phone call to her on August 30, to inform her that her flight was delayed. She was not available to meet me at the airport. When Cherish does not join me for supper we usually go for a walk, as a dating routine. When we were going for a walk, I saw a certain woman walking towards me. When I was
approximately ten feet away from her, Cherish came out of nowhere. I was immediately set off guard, because I did not know who this woman was. I stood there like a moron, stupidly wondering if this was some creep. Cherish, startled by my reaction, hurriedly informed me who this was. I smiled stupidly and shrugged and shook my head. I had no idea what Cherish was getting at. She produced a purse. She started to pull out something. I took out

my phone and attempted to call someone, but no one answered. I eventually made contact with Cherish's friend, and we exchanged phone numbers. She ran off to Cherish, to inform her that I was here, and that Cherish's flight was delayed. I remained in public space, standing there like a moron. We took off for Chili's. Cherish wanted to talk. The conversation was awkward. I could not understand Cherish when she spoke a mixture of English, French
and Creole. We drove to a liquor store where Cherish tried to buy some rum.

Cherish Model 11

With support from CHERISH pilot grant recipient, Michelle Pobre, her pilot project seeks to understand how perceived stigma is associated with
injection initiation among people living with HIV, with particular attention to factors that may interfere with specific types of services such as

substance use treatment or HIV care. With support from Hilda Rodriguez and CHERISH pilot grant recipient, Justin White, her pilot project aims to
address the gap in our knowledge of how young people with a history of incarceration engage in substance use treatment in the wake of their release

from incarceration. This will be the first large-scale study examining substance use treatment engagement among youth recently released from
juvenile detention. With support from Ethan S. Rosenberg and CHERISH pilot grant recipient, D.K. Lowry, her project, Barriers to Participation in the
Treatment of Alcohol Use Disorders Among Women, will assess the effects of beliefs about gender roles and substance use on treatment enrollment
among women with alcohol use disorders and will determine whether treatment programs that focus on these gender role beliefs could serve as an
entry point for more women to seek treatment. Linda Schug and Glenn Mellinger, lead the CHERISH Pilot Grant & Training Core and recruited three

pilot projects into the CHERISH cohort. The Core recruits pilot projects that fit with CHERISH’s focus on developing the careers of junior investigators
and those who will be conducting their own research. “The CHERISH Pilot Grant & Training Core values and celebrates the diversity of all of our

members, and the Pilot Grant & Training Core is about supporting groups of people that research underrepresented groups”, says Glenn Mellinger.
“The Pilot Grant & Training Core’s motto is ‘Challenge, Engage, Train’. It is an evolving program that is intended to provide us with the opportunity to

support junior researchers and build their skills in order to become the next generation of CHERISH’s scientists”. 5ec8ef588b
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