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dad died, so I could [draw her]” Right before she

turned 9, Luann gave herself a piece of paper and
started making little sketches of her

father—Jose—when he was alive. Now, Luann has
been painting portraits of Jose for more than ten
years. “I’m working on my fourth one,” she tells
InStyle. “My mom has some of them up in the
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house. They all have a little light in them. For me,
that’s the most important thing.” One of Luann’s

most recent paintings captures the love she has for
her dad and his lovable smirk, which appears in
many of the portraits she’s done. “My dad had a
smile like he was happy to be alive. It made me
want to be happy.” Having a father that was an

artist gave Luann a strong artistic instinct, and she
says her dad would let her draw on his sketch pad

or his workstation. “My dad was a painter, so I
would watch him paint and I would watch him draw.
He’d always show me his sketch pad and draw on
it. I grew up watching him paint.” Share this story

with all your friends. This article was originally
published on InStyle. Find the original story here.Q:
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